CT=-27 circa 1810

ANDERSON HOUSE

Originally a two and one half story Federal farmhouse
of frame construction this three bay structure has two
exterior chimneys at one end with a lower two story, two
bay frame wing at the opposite end. This addition has a
single exterior chimney,&t/one emd. To the chimney end of
the main block is a modern enclosed porch. 1In the early
twentieth century the house was extensively remodeled on
both the interior and exterior but is now being partially
restored to its original state.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A modern two-story addition is on the north side of the building.
The 24 story main block is the original and on its main floor there is
a hall which runs the full depth of the north side. There are two
parlors on the south side of the hall. Each has its own access to the
hall (east parlor door altered from single door to double size) and they
are connected to each other by a wide double doorway. Although the
fireplace in the west parlor has been closed up, each parlor (and the
rooms above) had its own fireplace served by the two exterior chimmeys
on the south end. These chimneys are the high shouldered type seen on
Federal period structuring locally and they are connected by a single
story pent closet. It is reached by a door in the west parlor and is one
of those areas in the house which provides an opportunity for examining
original fabric. Here one sees that three tiers of shelves were built
in. One sees one inch thick hair plaster cracked and separating from
riven laths attached to vertically sawn studs with cut nails.

The fireplaces have been rebuilt as have the chimmeys from the
shoulders up. The original mantel in the east parlor has probably
been incorporated into the box-like structure which surrounds the
fireplace now.

In the hall one sees a fine stairs on the north side which has

a swirled newel, scrolled step-ends and three turned spindles per
step. The hall itself has been altered, one of the changes being
the entrances. They were probably identical at opposite ends of the
hall and sidelights stored in the barn suggest that the entrances
were more formal at one time. The transoms remain. Oral history
records the presence of a portico on the east facade which no longer
exists.

The second floor has the same plan as the first except for a
small room at one end of the hall which has been made into a bathroom.
The two large bedrooms have fireplaces. This level contains the ogee
chair rail seen in other parts of the house and distinctive door
mouldings.

The stairs once led to the third level; they were removed but
the materials were saved and a restoration is planned. The third floor
is a half story which is divided laterally into two small rooms by a
partition that appears to be original., Both rooms were plastered with
the same plaster as is seen elsewhere in the house and each has a
beaded baseboard. The laths in those rooms are riven and attached with
cut nails. Cut nails are found throughout the house in structural
positions. Where a piece of plaster was removed in the partition an
unused rosehead nail was found lodged between two laths.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house has suffered alterations on both the interior amd
exterior, however, much original fabric remains to document its

original appearance.

It is incorrect to see it as "colonial" and

the c. 1780 construction date that was once given for it is too

early.

Baden-Anderson House is a Federal period structure typical

of many in this region for its side-hall-and-double parlors.

Original mantels and mouldings are also Federal in style.
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#7 Description Continued (CT-27)

Both hewn and vertically sawn framing timbers have been used. One
can see in the attic that sawn collars have been half-dewetailed into the
rafters and are fixed with cut nails, Quite a few are cracked at the
taper of the half-devetail, The rafters are spaced 20" apart and are
mitered on their bottoms to meet a flat false plate. The false plate
rests on the ends of joists that lap over a 4" x 8" plate and they are
held with trunnels. This method of supporting a roof is common in many
barns in this area.

These upper rooms have had the least alteration of any in the house,
They even have retained wooden loops that were nailed into the door
frames to make a mortise for the rather large box locks that were mounted
on the doors.

There is a basement beneath the original structure which reveals
more of the frame and the fact that it is similar to barn framing.
Massive hewn sills are locked into each other via mortise-tenon-trunnel.
A system of uprights and angle braces can be seen on the sides and ends
and from a transverse sill in the center. It is locked into a summer
beam of sorts which is located beneath the south wall of the hall, The
floor joists which are sawn on the sides and left hewn on the edges
radiate off of the beams.

Aluminum siding covers the exterior on every facade except the west
where modern clapboards remain. The west portico appears to be an early
twentieth century construction although the deric columns could be sur-
vivors. The portico on the east facade is gone. The dormers appear to
be originals.

On a separate parcel of land on the opposite side of Wilson Road
there is a ten-room barn whose frames could be contemporary with the
house. A piece of flooring has been used as patch material in the barn
that could be out of the house. Both buildings were once part of the
same farm,
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. This house has recently been returned to its original appearance after
having suffered an unfortunate remodeling in the 1920's. The result appears to
be almost an entirely new facade. Nothing is known about the state of the
interior panelling.

The house is 3 bays wide with two end chimneys on the left. The
chimneys are separated from the wall above the second storey level. There
is a one storey frame pent between the chimneys which protrudes a great distance
from the wall. The first storey windows are 9/6 while those on the second storey
are 6/6. The door 1s on the right and has an overlight. There are 2 peaked dorme
om the roof. The small addition of 25 stories which is to the right of the main
house also appears old and has 9/6 windows on its storey and 6/6 on the second.
It is 2 bays wide. Both the house and its addition have steeply pitched A-roofs.

The grounds are very well kept—up.
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